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In this four week season of Advent (December 1-22) leading up to Christmas, 

our minds are definitely on gifts. Already this year the retailers are 

bemoaning the fact that a late Thanksgiving holiday has cut one week off of 

shopping from the retail season. Honestly? In our frantic search for the 

perfect gifts, I don’t think there is anything that we can buy in a store or 

online that qualifies as the best gift or gifts ever. In fact, I propose that we 

have already received the best gifts ever. 
 

So as we prepare this entire month for Christmas… As we prepare these four 

weeks of Advent to receive Jesus, not only as the Christ child born on 

Christmas morn, but as the Savior of all who promises to come again, what 

truly is the best gift we can receive and give? 

 

I think the best gift we can receive is the gift of our lives – our whole lives – 

our times of rejoicing and our times of sadness; our times when everything 

seems to be going wrong and those priceless moments when everything turns 

out perfectly; our tears, our laughter; the people who have been placed in our 

lives – the ones we love dearly and the ones who challenge us to be a better 

person; the animals we are given to love; the homes we have; yes, even the 

stuff we have; our jobs, our talents, our charming personalities ☺! WE have 

been incredibly blessed by God just by virtue of drawing a vibrant breath 

each new day. 
 

And so, I am challenging you these Advent and Christmas seasons – the 

entire month of December – to reflect on the blessed life God has given to you 

as a gift – and then to share that gift of life this Christmas with others. 
 

And not only the others who are flesh and blood…. Do you remember the 

story in the Bible where one of the Pharisees asks Jesus if the Jews should 

pay taxes to Caesar? And Jesus asks, “Whose image is on the coin?” To which 

the Pharisee responds, “Caesar's.” And Jesus replies, “Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar's. And give to God what is God’s.” 

 

We each have been so incredibly blessed by God in each moment of our lives – 

and yet, I think we do not truly realize just how blessed we are in our living. 

And in our giving this Christmas, in fact each day of the year, I remind you to 

give back to God what is God’s – in other words, Give Yourself Back to God 

each day. 
 

These seasons of Advent and Christmas, I invite you to celebrate the gift of 

new life you were given in the waters of baptism, each time 

you eat the bread and drink the cup, each time you are 

splashed with water and affirm your baptism. All of life is a 

gift from God! Celebrate and Rejoice and Share! 
 

For unto us a child is born….     Pastor Diane 

ST. PETER  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2104 Geele Avenue 

Sheboygan, WI 53083 

Phone:  920.452.4771 

email:   
stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com 

website: 

www.stpetersheboygan.com 
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EMMAUS SINGERS SCHEDULE 

 

December 1st 

Practice 7:00am 

Worship 8:00am & 10:30am 

 

December 15th 

Practice 7:00am 

Worship 8:00am & 10:30am 

 

December 24th 

Practice 3:30pm      Worship 4:30pm 

 

December 29th 

Practice 7:00am 

Worship 8:00am & 10:30am 

 

Join us!   For more information, please call   

Lori Ristow at:  309-2302 or 

loriannristow@gmail.com 

THIS & THATTHIS & THATTHIS & THATTHIS & THAT    

WELLNESS WEDNESDAYSWELLNESS WEDNESDAYSWELLNESS WEDNESDAYSWELLNESS WEDNESDAYS WITH BRENDA RAHEWITH BRENDA RAHEWITH BRENDA RAHEWITH BRENDA RAHE    

 

Date: Wednesday, December 18th, 2013 

Time: 7 pm - 8 pm 

Location: Comfort of Your Own Home! 
 

Continuing this fall, Brenda will be teaching a complimentary teleclass the third Wednesday 

of each month. Teleclass topics will vary monthly and include useful information pertaining to 

health, nutrition and exercise to help you create changes that last a lifetime - not just a 

moment in time.   

 

To participate:  Phone 1-218-895-8194.  Use this access code to enter the call: 6782013# 

  

ST. PETER CHOIR SCHEDULE 
 
 Dec. 4th Regular Practice 6:30pm 

 Dec. 8th Sing 8:00am 

 Dec. 11th Regular Practice 6:30pm 

 Dec. 18th Regular Practice 6:30pm 

 Dec. 22nd Sing 10:30am 

 Dec. 24th Sing 7:00pm 

 Dec. 25th Sing 9:00am 

 Jan. 5th Sing 8:00am 

 Jan. 8th Regular Practice 6:30pm 

 Jan. 15th Regular Practice 6:30pm

  

It's time to start thinking about Christmas 

Music!!  We are looking for special music for the 

7:00pm service on Christmas Eve, and the 

Christmas Day Service.  Please consider using 

your talents from God to glorify these services.  We 

could use vocal solos or groups, or instrumental 

solos or ensembles.  I would be happy to help you 

find appropriate music.  You may contact Judy Brunnich at 458-6733, or 

email me at taco@excel.net.  Thank you!! 
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The Birth of Jesus Foretold   Luke 1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 

of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her…. 
 

Mary’s Song of Praise  46 And Mary  said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength 

with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and 

sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home…. 
 

The Birth of Jesus  Luke2: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 

the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 

was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels  8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and 

on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY AS TOLD BY LUKETHE CHRISTMAS STORY AS TOLD BY LUKETHE CHRISTMAS STORY AS TOLD BY LUKETHE CHRISTMAS STORY AS TOLD BY LUKE    
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS    

 

WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY  Monday December 9, 2014, at Family 

Restaurant.  Please sign up on the kiosk.  All Women are invited! 

  

GREETING CARDS  We will continue to collect your old greeting 

cards for the prisoners at Kettle Moraine Correctional Institute.  We 

only need the fronts of the cards, but we would be glad to cut off the 

personal section of each card for you.  Used cards can be placed in the 

"card" box located on the shelf across from the bathrooms in the 

Fellowship Hall.  No envelopes are needed. 

  

ST. PETER'S ELEVENTH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT AND BAKE 

SALE  A big THANK YOU  to all who helped in any way.  As I write this 

article the craft sale will be happening this Saturday.  Many of you have 

stepped up and donated time, or bake goods, or supplies etc.  This huge 

event could not happen with all of your help.  We are very excited and 

looking forward to the Craft Sale, Bake Sale, Brat Fry.  Our church will have 40+ 

crafters.  We are looking forward to all of our guests walking through the doors of St. 

Peter.  Watch for a more detailed update next month.   

  

MITTEN TREE  December 1st the Mitten Tree will again find its 

home in the corner of the fellowship hall where it will be the gathering 

spot for all donation of hats, mittens, scarves, and socks for our little 

friends at local grade schools.   As the weather gets colder we would 

once again like to help keep our little friends keep warm.  So if you are 

out and about, and feel like purchasing any of the above feel free to 

hang them on the "Mitten Tree."  Or if you are a crocheter, knitter, sewer, and want to 

use up some materials that you may have, or want to try out a new pattern, we would 

be glad to display your item on the tree and distribute to our little friends.  As the tree 

get full we will make deliveries to local schools. 

  

WELCA BOARD we are coming to the end of 2013, and that means 

that WELCA is currently looking for anyone interested in running for 

board positions for 2014.  We meet approximately nine times a year, 

and set the plans for the entire year.  We have plenty of fun, do plenty 

of good things, and would love to include you!  If you think this might 

be for you, or you want to know more about WELCA, please call Sally Ross or Kathy 

Hocevar, or see any WELCA board member.  We are very willing to train and or 

mentor you along.  We would like to have the new board ready to present at the 

Christmas Party in December.   
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On Tuesday nights, women gather to knit and crochet a variety of items.  We 

meet in the Fireside Room at St. Peter Lutheran Church.  Some people join 

just to learn!  Our ages vary from early 20’s to beyond 60 years.  We make 

hats, scarves, and mittens for local school children, afghan squares for the 

homeless in Chicago, baby sweaters and caps for Lutheran World Relief, and 

prayer shawls for those needing comfort. 

 

Interested in joining us?  Just drop in to the Fireside Room at St. Peter on 

Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm. 

 

Contact Ruth Hartig for more information at rhartig@excel.net. 

KNITTING AND CROCHETING MINISTRYKNITTING AND CROCHETING MINISTRYKNITTING AND CROCHETING MINISTRYKNITTING AND CROCHETING MINISTRY    

Already this year, the Sheboygan Area School District has 

provided over 35 jackets and coats to needy students. 

However, their inventory for the lower elementary age student 

is significantly low. PLEASE BRING IN YOUR GENTLY 

WORN AND CLEAN KIDS JACKETS AND COATS TO 

ST. PETER, and help keep the little ones warm.  There will 

be a box in the narthex to place your donation in.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Carol Witt.   

SASD NEEDS OUR HELPSASD NEEDS OUR HELPSASD NEEDS OUR HELPSASD NEEDS OUR HELP    

THE CUT UPS 

 

A quilting group for Lutheran 

World Relief, will meet the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesday of the month at St. Peter.  

There is no experience necessary, so please join 

us for fun, fellowship, and a chance to help 

others ~ all at the same time!! 

Please bring along:   

�    A snack to share   

�    A desire to help others  

�    A pair of sharp scissors  

�    A smile   

Please call Wendy Bertram at 452-9982 if 

you have any questions.   

LEAH CIRCLE 
Wednesday,  

December 4th 

 

Leah Circle meets the 

first Wednesday of the month at 

12:00 noon in the Fireside Room. 

Bring a sandwich; beverages and 

dessert are provided. 

There is a short business meeting 

followed by a Bible study.  All 

women of St. Peter are welcome. 
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From Grant Elementary School:  It's always exciting for kids to be given the opportunity to 

select a special gift to give their parents during the holidays AND for parents to make sure 

there are gifts for their children. Many Grant families would not have the opportunity to "shop" 

without our Christmas shop. With twice as many students this year we are in need of many 

donations. Our goal is to have enough donated items so each Grant student will be able to 

select a gift for an adult member of their family AND adults can also select a gift for their 

student and have it gift-wrapped -- all with no cost to the students and parents.  
 

For adults :  Donation ideas include: jewelry, jewelry boxes, mugs, Christmas 

decorations & serving-type dishes (plastic or glass), knick-knacks, men's & ladies' 

hats/scarves/gloves, wallets, flashlights, windshield ice scrapers, tape measures, 

tools, fishing gear, Packers and Badgers items, etc. The items should be in gently-used 

condition or new.  
 

For students:  Donation ideas include: puzzles, books, craft projects, drawing sets, NEW 

coloring books and workbooks with pencils, crayons/colored pencils, card games 

(like Uno or Kings on the Corner), board games, kid appropriate DVDs (can be used), 

sports equipment, basketballs, footballs, soccer balls, kid fishing equipment, NEW 

girlie hair sets), gently used toy and building sets, hats/scarves/gloves. The items 

should be in gently-used condition or new. 
 

We are also in need of hot chocolate packets, candy canes and small individually-

wrapped Christmas candies to include with some of the gifts, i.e mugs and candy dishes. In 

addition, we will need lots of bubble wrap and tissue paper (so the breakable gifts get home 

in one piece!), as well as packing boxes (shoe boxes, sturdy gift boxes, clean boxes from some 

of the Market Day products, cardboard jewelry boxes, etc.). Also needed are gift bags (mostly 

the larger sizes, gently-used or new, and they don't have to be Christmas-y ones), plastic and 

paper shopping bags (especially the larger-sized ones), Scotch tape, and stickers (for 

decorating plain bags or the brown paper grocery bags).  
 

Please, we need your help in making this a successful and happy experience for the children of 

Grant School. If you know of anyone who would also like to donate items, please accept them 

with a big thank you from us!! We will need all of the donations by the week of Dec. 9. 
 

 YOU MAY DROP THE OFF IN THE DESIGNATED BOX AT ST PETER BY 

DECEMBER 8 AND WE WILL GET YOUR DONATIONS TO GRANT SCHOOL. THANK 

YOU, WELCA. 

 

Grant Elementary School has a Christmas shop for their students and their 

families and need donated items to make it a success.  This event is 2 fold – 
students choose gifts for their parents and parents choose gifts for their 

children. Below are details of the event and what is needed.  So take a look 
around your house or pick up an extra sale item and bring it to church by 
December 8th and WELCA will make sure everything gets to Grant school the 

week of December 9. Thank you for your help. 
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The Mentors and Mentees met with Pastor Diane and Amy on Sunday, November 17th for 

the first large group meeting. We opened with a devotion about the upcoming Thanksgiving 

holiday. Then we ALL shared our FAVORITE Bible verse. Many opportunities were given 

for possible projects. The Confirmands were measured for their Confirmation robes! Mentors 

and Mentees were given homework for our next meeting which is Sunday, January 12th at 

6 pm in the Fireside Room. The topic will be Spiritual Gifts. 

   

Please keep each of the Mentor-Mentee groups in your prayers throughout the year as they 

serve, develop new relationships, and grow in their faith. They are Ben Gerbitz and Pat 

Dettloff ; Brett Smith and Kevin Witt; Dylan Martens and Scott Morrelle; Olivia Stauss and 

Dione Knop; Tito Housey and Mike Gerbitz and Dan Rostollan. 

 

Amy Reinholtz 

Mentor Mentee Coordinator 

MENTOR MENTEE NEWSMENTOR MENTEE NEWSMENTOR MENTEE NEWSMENTOR MENTEE NEWS    

Important Dates for 2013-14 Sunday School Program: 
 

Advent Breakfast December 1, 2013 

Christmas Program Practice December 14, 2013 at 1:00pm 

Sunday School Christmas Program December 15, 2013 at 10:30am  

No Sunday School December 22 & 29, 2013 

Palm Sunday-Lent Walk April 13, 2014 

Confirmation May 4 ,2014 

Last Day of Sunday School  May 11, 2014 

 

Important Dates for 2013-14 Confirmation Program: 
 

Christmas Tree Decorating and Party December 11th, 7:00-8:00 p.m.   

No Confirmation December 18th, 22nd, 25th, 29th or  

       January 1st 

Sunday Confirmation Resumes  January 5th 

Wednesday Confirmation Resumes January 8th 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION NEWSSUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION NEWS    
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Mark your calendars for Wonderful Wednesdays in January 2014! 
 

Beginning Wednesday, January 8th 

10:00 – 11:30a.m. and 7:00 – 8:15p.m. 

 

Join us as we read and discuss 

Firsthand: Ditching Secondhand Religion for a Faith of Your Own  

by Ryan and Josh Shook 

 

Join us on a journey to find a faith of your own. Start from scratch, 

question everything, and get hold of a faith that's real. We call it firsthand 

faith. 

ADULT EDUCATION NEWSADULT EDUCATION NEWSADULT EDUCATION NEWSADULT EDUCATION NEWS    

 

 
 

Come on along and grab your coffee and a yummy snack and head to the  

Fireside Room for conversation and faith filled nourishment. 

Every Sunday from 9:30am to 10:15am  

Pastor Diane will lead discussion for the lesson of the day. 

This will be an opportunity to dig deeper and connect-the-story-in-the-Bible  

to your life and story in the lesson for the day. 

Christmas Tree Decorating Party  
Wednesday, December 11th at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Confirmation students: 

This is a class day, but we will be decorating the St. 

Peter Christmas tree.  Bring your parents and siblings.  

 

Cookies, snacks and beverages will be provided. 
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Gratitude, Hope, Anticipation…..Disappointment? 

 

Several of my Facebook friends have been posting daily gratitude lists and prayers.  I have 

found these items helpful as they remind me to keep focused on school work, appreciate what 

I have, and embrace the current events I am involved with.  Yet with all the advertising on 

TV, the push to set up Christmas displays at Wal-Mart and the recent snow fall I can’t help 

but feel some holiday spirit.   

 Meal preparation for Thanksgiving dinner was a hoot as I grew up.  Who ever got stuck 

cutting up grapes for the fruit salad didn’t rival the child lucky enough to hand grind the 

cranberries and oranges for the relish.  All that lovely red cranberry juice had to be contained 

somehow.  Other sisters were stuck chopping celery and potatoes or cracking walnuts with an 

unforgiving nutcracker. 

I also remember assembly line cookie baking, the kitchen counters cluttered with 

flower, sugar, butter, eggs and two massive mixing bowls on one side of the kitchen.  The 

other side held cookie cutters, baking pans, and rolling pins waiting ready for cookie dough to 

roll out.  Then began the sorting-how many cookies got some decorations before baking vs. 

what would get the frosting and glitter treatment after baking.  Of course the dining room 

table was covered in newsprint and several bowls of frosting, sprinkles, cinnamon dots, and 

other various candies for cookie decorating.  Later a trip to a local tree farm cut a fresh tree, 

boxes of decorations to sort through and prioritize at home waiting for the next ritual of 

preparation. 

The joy of the holidays in a large family does change over time.  As we grew older and 

less interested in all “that work” fewer cookies were baked and an artificial tree found its way 

into the house.  Eating out as a family occasionally replaced a meal at home or one of my 

sisters dared to try to cook for the family crowd that sometimes swelled to twenty-five.  The 

most ironic holiday meals were eaten at my sister Laurie’s home.  It was the only one large 

enough to accommodate a crowd that size.  She and her husband had an apartment above her 

husband’s place of business, a funeral home.  The basement was fully furnished with a 

kitchen, banquet hall and sitting room. Several holiday meals and various family gatherings 

were enjoyed in that setting.   

So today, as time continues to bring change to family structure, distance and other 

responsibilities keep me away from family, I turn to my studies, papers to write, finals to 

prepare for and see in smaller ways the holiday preparation takes on different forms.  I have a 

Thanksgiving Day service and sermon to prepare for Hillcrest Family clients I serve.  Many 

students will remain on campus and share in a meal on Thanksgiving Day.  Once classes end 

mid-December I will continue to work to buffer my bank account for a J-Term trip to Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. 

 Joy in the holidays this year is realizing that God continues to provide for me and the 

students at Wartburg in ways beyond our comprehension.  Whether it’s a pay raise, an 

unexpected donation, another wedding celebrated or the mutual support extended to one 

another, God’s presence through Jesus Christ is the most precious gift of all. 

May all of you continued to be blessed in your faith walk.  

 

SEMINARIAN UPDATESEMINARIAN UPDATESEMINARIAN UPDATESEMINARIAN UPDATE    
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NEW Books Available in the St. Peter El Salvador Library 
  

Witness to War: An American Doctor in El Salvador by 

Charles Clement 

 Review by Goodreads.com 

 A war story that is so very human that it will shock you out of 

your comfort zone. Its one man's account of the suffering he 

witnessed in El Salvador, but it's also a story about the motives 

behind this peasant uprising and the deadly manner in which it 

was crushed in the name of democracy. Black and white photos. 

  

Liberation Theology by Robert McAfee Brown 

Review by Amazon.com 

In a manner that is vivid and lively, Robert McAfee Brown 

explains and illuminates liberation theology for North 

American readers who may have no previous knowledge of 

this dynamic Christian movement. Growing out of the 

experience of oppressed people in Latin America, liberation 

theology lends a transforming power to both the study of 

the Bible and the Christian duty to work for justice for all 

God's people. With heartwarming, terrifying, and 

humorous stories, Brown shows the strength and 

significance of one of the outstanding developments in 

religious faith today and for the future.  

EL SALVADOR NEWSEL SALVADOR NEWSEL SALVADOR NEWSEL SALVADOR NEWS    

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming Shalom activities:  

 

December 14, 2013 - Hectic Holiday Help from 2:30pm—5:00pm 

January 26, 2014 - Frozen Fellowship at Camp Y Koda  

July 18-20, 2014 - Kohler Andrae Camp Out 

(Reserve your site soon, they’re going fast!!) 

 

Please join us at our next meeting - Saturday January 11th at Whispering 

Orchards - 8am!  Call Aimee Dettloff (457-4579) with any questions!  

SHALOM FELLOWSHIP NEWSSHALOM FELLOWSHIP NEWSSHALOM FELLOWSHIP NEWSSHALOM FELLOWSHIP NEWS    
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“Faithful to the Journey” 
 

In the October Vision Voice Newsletter the Faith Formation Team laid out the proposal to call 

a Faith Formation Coordinator.  As we continue on this journey of Faith Formation we keep 

before us our Kingdom Concept and our Vision: 

Kingdom Concept:  We glorify God by building healthy relationships with God, with each 

other and with our community following the example of Jesus in order to make disciples.   

Vision Statement:  The people of St. Peter are committed to cultivating a deeper 

relationship with God so we are equipped to actively live out that relationship every day 

and everywhere. 
 

In the preceding months we received valuable input on a draft of the job description for this 

position from various Ministry Teams, such as Shalom, Education, Finance, WELCA and 

others.  Based on your input we were able to provide answers to questions and changes to the 

job description were made.  Discussion on the Faith Coordinator position and job description 

will be on the Council agenda in November and we look forward to their input as well.  In 

preparation for the Annual Meeting in January 2014 we continue to work with the Council 

and other Ministry Teams the remainder of this year and thru January to finalize the 

proposal for a part time Faith Coordinator position   The proposal to call a part-time Faith 

Formation Coordinator has the support of the church council and Pastor Diane and we have 

also been working with the Finance Team to develop the financial package that will make this 

a sustainable position.  We are doing this in two ways: 

Short Term:  Using the Ministry Fund and the $600 per month being put into the fund 

since January 2013 to serve as a two-year bridge for a part time staff position. 

Long Term:  Working with the savings incurred through Debt Reduction and Debt 

Reduction gift to make this a full-time position in three to five years. 

 

What are your thoughts?  We realize you will need time to think and pray about this and we 

hope you have questions and will want to discuss this opportunity.  Please feel free to contact 

the persons listed and thank you for opening your hearts and minds to the future of St. Peter 

Lutheran Church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted – The Faith Formation Team 

 

Contact: 

Wendy Conto – Congregation President, Nate Smith – Congregation Treasurer or Pastor 

Diane 

 

Faith Formation Team: 

Dawn Bossler – Faith Formation Team Leader 

Barb Bubb – Faith Formation Team Member 

Sheri Piekarski – Faith Formation Team Member 

Pam Wilhelm – Faith Formation Team Member 

Kevin Witt – Faith Formation Team Member 

FAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATION    
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 As wonderful as it is, December by far, is one of the busiest times of the year.  

“Our” month of preparation and celebration. As we prepare through advent each week 

in order to remember that we received the best and greatest gift, the birth of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  Throughout this season we see the love and kindness and generosity 

come out in us in so many extra special ways. 

 We remember our golden friends through Christmas cards or Facebook.  Making 

time to  spend with family and friends that we occasionally see throughout the year 

and we make sure we make special preparation with special foods and meals that 

create memories as we do this only at this time of the year.  Shopping to remind our 

loved ones that they are truly special to us. 

 Stepping out to take time to ensure the less fortunate than ourselves are taken 

care of. That they are able to celebrate and create a special remembrance of the love 

that is given to them as we gather gifts and food for their families. That God cares for 

all. 

 Last, with all the hustle and stress we need to take care of our spiritual needs.  

Please take time to do this for yourself daily.  A quiet reflection and prayer and to 

focus on the entire season of what we are ever so grateful for.  The joyful anticipation 

and celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ – our gift that is perfect and 

everlasting. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

 

Wendy Conto 

Council President 

PRESIDENT’S PAGEPRESIDENT’S PAGEPRESIDENT’S PAGEPRESIDENT’S PAGE    

ON BEHALF OF THE TRIPARTITE I WISH TO SAY THANK YOU  

 

to the  following people who helped ring the bell for the Salvation Army on Saturday, 

Nov. 9th. 

  

Kevin Witt, Cindy Weina, Darcy Bossler, Mara, Makell, & Kathy Babak, Carlie 

Stauss, Sara Schultz, Sammy, Ben, and Jean Hoyt, Scott and Zander Morrelle, Dylan 

Martens, Gary Richmond, Anita Knaub and Max Harms.   

 

It is great to have people who say "Yes, send me!" 

  

Anita Knaub 

Member of the Tripartite Team 
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St. Peter Monthly Approved Budget Status as of October 31st, 2013 

    

Approved 2013 annual budget    $        255,231  

Subtract TLC building use income    $          32,400  

Offerings needed to meet approved budget    $        222,831  

 Offerings needed every month    $          18,569  

    

Description  Dollars  

Offerings Re-

ceived as % of 

Budget 

Offerings needed every month  $          18,569    

Offerings received in October  $          16,385  88% 

Surplus (Shortfall) compared to budget for October  $           (2,184) -12% 

Year-to-date offerings needed 10/31/13  $        173,576    

Year-to-date offerings received as of 10/31/13  $        157,191  91% 

Year-to-date Surplus (Shortfall) compared to budget as of 10/31/13  $         (16,385) -9% 

    

Benevolence October Year to date  

SCIO  $            55.63   $          539.71  7.00% 

El Salvador  $            79.47   $          771.01  10.00% 

Emmaus Meals  $          103.30   $       1,002.32  13.00% 

Greater Milwaukee Synod  $          556.26   $       5,397.10  70.00% 

Total Benevolence  $          794.65   $       7,710.14  100.00% 

FINANCIAL UPDATEFINANCIAL UPDATEFINANCIAL UPDATEFINANCIAL UPDATE    

OPERATING FUNDS October 2013 

 General Income  Percent 

 General Fund Giving  $           15,590  64.4% 

 Debt Reduction  $             6,746  27.9% 

 Other Income  $             1,870  7.7% 

 Total General Income  $           24,207  100.0% 

    

 General Expenses  Percent 

 Staff & Office Expenses  $           12,431  46.5% 

 Ministry Expenses  $                250  0.9% 

 Property & Grounds  $             3,485  13.0% 

 Mortgage Interest Payments  $             1,839  6.9% 

 Mortgage Principal Payments  $             2,011  7.5% 

 DR Mortgage Principal Payments  $             6,746  25.2% 

 Total General Expenses  $           26,762  100.0% 

    

 Shortfall/Surplus  $            (2,555) -10.6% 

 Percent 

 $         165,071  72.9% 

 $           40,944  18.1% 

 $           20,509  9.1% 

 $         226,524  100.0% 

  

 Percent 

 $         113,170  49.6% 

 $             9,031  4.0% 

 $           26,415  11.6% 

 $           18,930  8.3% 

 $           19,570  8.6% 

 $           40,934  17.9% 

 $         228,050  100.0% 

  

 $            (1,525) -0.7% 



St. Peter Lutheran Church Council Minutes  November 18, 2013 

Present: Wendy Conto, Nate Smith, Kelly Reinemann, Jim Gruenke, Diana Hameister; Pastor Diane 

Loberger; Ashley Allard.    Absent: Barbara Bubb    Visitors:  Dylan Martens, Scott Morrelle 

� The meeting was called to order at 6:39pm by Wendy Conto.  The agenda was approved by general 

consensus.  October meeting minutes were approved by general consensus.  Thank you to WELCA for new 

refrigerator in Fireside room. 

� Pastor’s Report  Recap of Activities  Since my last report on October 17, I have made 7 pastoral care 

visits with families/individual members of St. Peter.  I am working in the office at least 6-8 hours per day, 

appointments permitting.  I am leading worship on Sundays and Wednesday evenings.  Our first 

Wonderful Wednesdays study “The Bible” miniseries will end on November 20. Our next Wonderful 

Wednesday session will begin January 8 and we will be reading and discussing “Firsthand: Ditching 

Secondhand Religion for a Faith of Your Own” by Ryan and Josh Shook.  Faith Formation Team members 

are continuing to visit various congregational ministry teams to inform them of the proposed new position 

of a Faith Formation Coordinator. This position will be voted on at the Annual Meeting in January 2014. 

The FF Team goal is to inform as many people as possible before the annual meeting. Folks who are 

interested in hearing more are encouraged to contact me or one of the team members to set up a meeting.  

All 2013-14 Mentor/Mentees have been yoked on October 20 and November 3.  I have enrolled in the 

Portico Gold Health Insurance and have received confirmation from Portico. I have also elected for some 

options that will be paid through payroll deductions.  The coming month:   New members will be 

received on November 24. At this point, Britne Stanke, Mary Ann Grois, and Lisa and Dan Henning will 

be joining.  The Tripartite Thanksgiving Eve service will be held on November 27 at Grace Episcopal at 7 

p.m.  The Advent Breakfast will be held between services on December 1.  Grace Episcopal Church will be 

hosting Advent Lessons and Carols service on December 8 at 4 p.m.  Our Christmas Tree will be delivered 

and erected on December _____ and decorated on December 11.  Shalom’s Hectic Holiday Help will 

happen on December 14 immediately following the Christmas program rehearsal.  St. Peter’s Children’s 

Christmas program will be held at 10:30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Eve services will be held 4:30 

and 7:00 p.m. Christmas Day service will be held at 9:00 a.m.  Worship on December 29 will be regular 

times – 8:00 and 10:30.  For Council Action:  Discussion of ELCA Model Constitution changes.  

Discussion of Folding chairs, proper storage and purchase of chair cart.  Discussion of splitting custodian/

maintenance position and budgeting of appropriate hours in 2014.  2014 Minimum guidelines for clergy.  

Emergency procedure during worship.   

� Treasurer’s Report  October giving is down from last year, November is slow for first half of month. 

� Worship Team Report Recap of Activities this Month:   Discussed E-100 Lectionary and how things 

are going.  Pastor Diane has had many favorable comments.  No negative feedback.  There will be a 

“question of the week” on the St. Peter Lutheran Facebook page and also on the website.  Looking forward 

to comments from members and friends.  A Tripartite meeting was held and the following decisions were 

made:  The Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held at Grace Episcopal, with Father Phil preaching.  A 

combined choir will sing.  There will be no Good Friday Evening Tripartite service this year.  Boy Scouts 

are having a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.  We should all support this!  Tripartite will participate in 

the Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Pick N Save 12/1 to 12/7.  Good project for youth through adults!  

Anita Knaub and Maureen Stoelb will coordinate the schedule.  Upcoming Events:  Blessing of LWR 

Quilts and School Kits will be on Sunday, Oct. 13th.  October 13th is the Pet Blessing in the afternoon.  

Oct. 27th is Mentor/Mentee Yoking, with one scheduled for 11/3.  Baptism of Landon Barritt on Oct. 27th.  

All Saints Sunday (need names for candles and bulletin).  Dec. 1 is the Advent Breakfast.  Dec. 15th will 

be the Sunday School Christmas Program at the 10:30am service.  Tree will need to be up by Dec. 8th.  

Amy K. to contact Pat Rusch for putting lights on.  Tree decorating will be on Weds., Dec. 11th (Mentor/

Mentee and Confirmation Project).  January 12th will be the Tripartite Covenant Renewal.  NEXT 

WORSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Tuesday, Nov. 19th, at 6:45 pm. 

� St. Peter El Salvador Team The ELCA Pastoral Endowment Fund provides funds to help pay 

pastors in El Salvador.  This fund is now at $454,000. The current interest earned is $18,000 and this 

amount will be sent in January to help pay salaries. It is important for us to remember that most of the El 

Salvadoran Lutheran pastors received little or no compensation for serving as a pastor.  

                     Council Minutes continued on the next page 
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Council Minutes continued from the previous page 

Most pastors have not been paid since last July.  Donations to this endowment fund are always welcome.  

Mission of Healing clinics will take place in February, 2014, at three sites in El Salvador. There are 

openings for health care providers and medical personnel. Sister partner churches have been asked to 

donate funds to buy medical supplies in El Salvador. The St. Peter El Salvador Team has approved a 

$200.00 gift to be used to buy medical supplies. Toothbrushes are also needed and will be collected until 

January 6th. Toothbrushes can be dropped off at church.  Salvadoran Lutheran Church 

sustainability continues to be in question. There is a continuing financial crisis relating to overspending 

in some areas and not being able to pay their pastors. There has been discussion about various ways that 

sister churches maybe able to help with this ongoing problem.  Financial Update:  Dick Johnsen 

prepared the 2014 budget draft for the team to review and discuss. This draft helped us look closely at 

expenses and revenue. Dick did an excellent job! We added money to the budget for translation support 

and the Mission of Healing Clinics.  St Peter will continue to sponsor 77 students in 2014. The cost of the 

scholarships for the various levels -- K-9 ($120), high school ($300), university ($670), technical college 

($300) -- will remain the same. The challenge for all of us is that 11 of our elementary students (at $120 

each) are now starting high school (at $300 each). So, the team is going to continue to look at ways we can 

handle these increases.  Overall, the team feels we need to look with “new eyes” at the how the 

scholarship program operates and determine if there are better options.  The team is looking at 

restructuring our budget so our focus will not only be on our scholarship students, but also on the rest of 

the people at our sister church as well as the larger El Salvadoran Church.  The request for the first 

scholarship payments of 2014 will in December.  Important Dates:  El Salvadoran jewelry and crafts at 

WELCA Craft Sale, Saturday, November 23, 9:00am at St. Peter.  El Salvador Team Meeting, Thursday, 

December 5, 6:30pm at St. Peter Fireside Room.  Phone Call to Pastor Rafael (tentative), Friday, 

December 6, 4:00pm at St Peter. 

� Buildings and Grounds Team Report  KW Electric installed the heating tape in the gutters over the 

handicap ramp at a cost of $1,853.00.  We also spend $168.00 on repair parts on the Bunn coffee maker.  

On the 2 items above listed, we are blessed to have a family willing to cover the cost in a generous 

donation.  Unfortunately the coffee maker is still giving us problems. Kathy Hocevar is going to talk to 

Torke Coffee about replacing the coffee maker for free as long as we purchase the coffee from them.  

Status on the Business Credit card.  Replacing some electrical items by Tenold K. ( Having Tenold replace 

the items that are safety concerns would save money even if we increase his hours to perform these tasks 

over the 10hrs scheduled per week.)  Furnace should have been serviced on Nov.8th. All the units have 

had the filters replaced.  Electrical Safety items jobs—GFI receptacle outlet need to be installed in all the 

bathroom and in the kitchen ( now the receptacles are to close to water source and danger on 

electrocution.  GFI receptacle outlet and conduit in furnace room / to replace extension cord under a 

carpet to the heating tape on the water service.  Snow blower has been serviced and ready to go for this 

winter, also salt is in the storage / furnace room off of the Fellowship Hall.  A lot more items have been 

completed and list is to long to mention everything with many thanks to Tenold.  Leaf blower needed to be 

purchased – waiting until next year. 

� Shalom/Fellowship Team Report  Recap of Activities this Month  Discussed Highlights of Shalom 

featured during coffee fellowship.  Plans  for next  months Hectic Holiday Help – December 14.  Frozen 

Fellowship – January 26 at Camp Y Koda.  Urban Farm Tour/Growing Power in Milwaukee – Mid April; 

based on interest of congregation.  Camp – area for camp has been reserved – 3rd weekend in July – Make 

your reservations soon.  Next meeting:  Saturday, January 11, 2014  at Whispering Orchards – 8:00am 

� Mutual Ministry Team Report  Members terms are done – looking for new team members. 

� Old Business:  Faith Formation position update – reviewed job description.  Budget update – discussed 

employee hours and wages.  Confirmation classes and camp.  Annual Meeting January 19, 2014 – potluck 

organized by council.  Childcare available.  Nominating form will be put in bulletin for council positions. 

� New Business  ELCA Model Constitution – discussed changes, will email changes to congregation and 

provide hard copies if requested.  Pastor Diane moved to have changes recommended to members at 

Annual Meeting, Ashley Allard seconded, motion carried.  Church rent – December 8.  Discussed fee and 

agreement.  Jim Gruenke made a motion to charge $250 for use, Ashley Allard seconded, motion carried.  

Discussed increasing Maintenance position hours until projects are caught up (by end of year)-approved 

by council.                            Council Minutes continued on the next page 
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Let Spielvogel know when services are held so they know when they are needed in winter months. 

� Other Business/Discussion  Folding Chairs – Organize chairs, determine which chairs are bad and 

dispose.  Pastor Diane provided 2014 guidelines for clergy.  Discussed creating policies on 

emergencies during worship.  Health issue - who calls 911?  Should service continue?  Severe 

weather – where is shelter area?  Shooter?  Nate working on rough draft.  The meeting adjourned at 

9:30pm by general consensus.  Closing prayer was led by Dylan Martens. 

� Future dates:  December council meeting will be held December 12, 2013.   Team reports are due 

via e-mail December 5, 2013. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly Reinemann 

About The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

 The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was elected as the ELCA’s fourth presiding bishop at 

the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.   

 Born in Cleveland on April 2, 1955, Eaton earned a Master of Divinity degree from 

Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., and a Bachelor of Arts degree in music 

education from the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio. 

 Ordained June 4, 1981, Eaton served as assistant pastor of All Saints Lutheran 

Church in Worthington, Ohio; interim pastor of Good Hope Lutheran Church in 

Boardman, Ohio; and pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in Ashtabula, Ohio. She was 

elected bishop of the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod in 2006 and re-elected in May 2013.  

 Eaton is involved in a number of boards and committees. She is a board member of 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary and Capital University, both based in Columbus, Ohio. She is 

a member of the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating Committee and the ELCA Conference 

of Bishops Executive Committee. She also serves on the Conference of Bishops Domestic 

Ready Bench and serves in roles with the ELCA Malaria Campaign, the Lutheran 

Metropolitan Ministry, PORTICO Philosophy of Benefits Task Force, Ohio Council of 

Churches and Lutheran Planned Giving in Ohio. 

 Prior to her election, Eaton was the liaison bishop to the ELCA Church Council and 

a member of the ELCA Memorials Committee for 

the 2007, 2011 and 2013 ELCA Churchwide 

Assemblies. She served as a delegate to The 

Lutheran World Federation Assembly in Budapest 

in 1984, on the review team for Lutheran Episcopal 

dialogues in 1982, and she was a part of the 

delegation from the ELCA’s predecessor church 

bodies to the German Democratic Republic in 1982.  

 Eaton’s husband, the Rev. T. Conrad Selnick, 

an Episcopal priest, is pastor of St. Christopher’s-

by-the-River in Gates Mills, Ohio. They are parents 

of two adult children, Rebeckah and Susannah. 
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2 Sarah Thibodeau 

3 Sam Hocevar 

 Sammy Hoyt 

 Ed Kirchenwitz 

5 Dylan Dettloff 

6 Delores Heinen 

7 Alexes Kainz 

9 Micah Hocevar 

 Sean Reinemann 

10 Kathy Dana 

11 Richard Ruppel 

12 Leslie Gerbitz 

 Duane Strausser 

16 Kathy Kunze 

16 Justin Wessel 

17 Henry Rahe 

19 Rita Dickmann 

 Brenda Rahe 

20 Brandon Bubb 

21 Robert Otto 

 Andrew Thibodeau 

23 Randy Rosten 

 Cory Topel 

25 Carole Lawrence 

26 Evie Wangerin 

27 Michael Frerichs 

30 Bill Gottsacker 

 Gregg Watson 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYSDECEMBER BIRTHDAYS    

December    2 Sharon & Warren Batkiewicz 13 years 

  19 Pat & Aimee Dettloff  15 

DECEMBER ANDECEMBER ANDECEMBER ANDECEMBER ANNIVERSARIESNIVERSARIESNIVERSARIESNIVERSARIES    
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� SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 

 Worship at 8:00am 

 Worship at 10:30am— 

Children’s Christmas Program 

 

� SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23RD 

 Worship at 8:00am & 10:30am 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� TUESDAY DECEMBER 24TH 

 Worship at 4:30pm— 

Contemporary Christmas Eve Service 

 Worship at 7:00pm— 

Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

 

� WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

 Worship at 9:00am 

 

� SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH 

 Worship 8:00am & 10:30am 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE   HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE   HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE   HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE       


