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ST. PETER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
2104 Geele Avenue
Sheboygan, WI 53083
Phone: 920.452.4771
email:
stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com

website:
www.stpetersheboygan.com

This month we welcome a new council! We give thanks for the people
who are leaving our council as their terms have ended and we transition to new
leadership that was elected at our annual meeting. I feel fortunate to have
served on a vibrant and productive council this past year. I thank God for their
work, diligence, faith, and strength! It was wonderful to see the many different
ways that things got done, especially when things did not always go the way we
wanted them to go. As we make a shift to new council members, I wanted to
take the opportunity to share some information about the church council with
you.
According to the St. Peter Lutheran Church constitution, some of the
duties of the congregation council include the following:
• To promote a congregational climate of peace and goodwill and, as
differences and conflicts arise, to endeavor to foster mutual understanding.
• To maintain supportive relationships with the pastor and staff.
• To lead this congregation in stating its mission, to do long-range planning, to
set goals and priorities, and to evaluate its activities in light of its mission
and goals.
• To seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service, and support.
• To be examples individually and corporately of the style of life and ministry
expected of all baptized persons.
Here are some helpful reminders for everyone regarding communication
and the role of council members:
• Council members have jobs, families, and many obligations that demand
their time. They are graciously serving on our church council in addition to
the many other commitments that they have.
• Council members come to church on Sunday mornings and Wednesday
evenings to worship. Items of “business” are sometimes best communicated
via emails or phone calls outside of worship time.
• Each ministry team is assigned a council representative. That person
functions as a liaison between a team and the church council. Their job is to
share information, ideas, and recommendations with their team and council.
They are not required to attend every team meeting and event.
• Healthy communication is important! In order to do the best we can, we
need to talk to each other and assume the best of one another. Gossip,
rumors, and negativity are not productive and are not in the best interest of
our faith community.
As we worship, serve, and have fun together we need to take care of our
leaders and each other. We are in this together! Please help us “glorify God by
building healthy relationships with God, one another, and our community
following the example of Jesus Christ” and do your part by practicing kindness,
respectfulness, and healthy communication. God is at work in our church and
God is at work in all of you! Please pray for our council leaders, team members,
staff, and volunteers as they work to lead us all in worship and service.
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THIS & THAT
EMMAUS SINGERS SCHEDULE
February 12th
Practice: 7:00am
Worship: 8:00am & 10:30am
February 26th
Practice: 7:00am
Worship: 8:00am & 10:30am
March 12th
Practice: 7:00am
Worship: 8:00am & 10:30am
Join us!
For more information, please call
Lori Ristow at: 309-2302 or
loriannristow@gmail.com

ST. PETER CHOIR SCHEDULE
Feb. 1st
Feb. 5th
Feb. 8th
Feb. 15th
Feb. 19th
Feb. 22nd
Mar. 1st
Mar. 5th
Mar. 8th

Regular Practice 6:30pm
Sing
10:30am
Regular Practice 6:30pm
Regular Practice 6:30pm
Sing
8:00am
Regular Practice 6:30pm
Sing (Ash Wednesday) 6:00pm
Sing
10:30am
Regular Practice 6:30pm

Please join us each Wednesday,
and sing at one service
approximately every other week.
New Choir Members Welcome!!

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
at 10:00am in the Music Room.
If you’d like to join in, or have questions,
please call Myra Schneider at: 458.1530.

KNITTING &
CROCHETING
MINISTRY
Knitting/
Crocheting
Ministry
meets on the
2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month
in the Conference Room
at St. Peter from 2:00-3:00pm.
Contact Ruth Hartig for more
information. Please join us!

THE CUT UPS
The quilting group for
Lutheran World Relief
will meet the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month at
St. Peter. There is no experience necessary, so
please join us for fun, fellowship, and a chance to
help others ~ all at the same time!!
Please bring along:
 A snack to share
 A desire to help others
 A smile
Please call Karen Berglund at 458-5849 if you
have any questions.
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MORE THIS & THAT
LEAH CIRCLE
Wednesday, February 1st
Leah Circle meets the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30am in the
Fireside Room. Bring a sandwich; beverages and dessert are provided.
There is a short business meeting followed by a Bible study.
All women of St. Peter are welcome.

NOON PRAYER
February 8th and 22nd
12:15pm-12:45pm
In the St. Peter Prayer Chapel.
Come pray with others for our church,
our community, our world.
Questions? Contact Janet Blank at:
jblank@stpetersheboygan.com or 414 339-2718

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
When it is necessary to cancel services due to weather this information will be posted
on our St. Peter website: www.stpetersheboygan.com as early as possible after the
decision is made by Pastor Kristin and the Executive Team. The information will also
be communicated in a mass e-mail, when possible, to members we have email
addresses for, and through local TV and radio stations such as WTMJ-4, WHBL, and
WISN.

ST. PETER’S CAFÉ
In November we had 120 guests join us for the cafe. We had an enjoyable meal—an au
gratin sausage skillet. Thank you to everyone who stayed & helped move tables &
chairs to set up for the craft sale.
In December we had 100 guests brave the cold for
an evening of fellowship & food. We had sloppy joes,
fruit cocktail, baked beans, pickles, and magic
pumpkin cake.
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THIS & THAT ONE MORE TIME
A big thank you for the wonderful retirement party! From the
standing ovation when I entered church, to the delicious lunch,
beautiful cake and table decorations, the program (especially the
Sisters of the Moonlight), songs written by Linda Rasmussen,
donations, cards, gifts, and all the great hugs, kisses, and well
wishes, and to everyone who helped in any way. It was just
perfect!
It was an honor and a privilege to play for worship and accompany the choir all those
years - believe me, it was never a chore. St. Peter is a great singing congregation
(and good at following and at keeping the pastor and organist on track)!
God bless you all. I love you!
Judy Brunnich

+

=

Arriving just in time for Valentine’s Day are Equal Exchange Chocolate Bars.
Equal Exchange Organic Chocolate Bars are made with pure ingredients from
small farmers in Central and South America. From milk chocolate to dark
chocolate, there’s something for everyone.
Chocolate bars will be available just in time for Valentine’s Day.

We welcomed 16 people into our faith
community in January. Welcome Barb,
Paul, Jahzara, Shamya, Jennifer,
Jayde, Gordy, Amanda, Rowan,
Ellieana, LeAnn, Neenah, Eli, Mary,
Matt, and Dean!
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WELCA NEWS
Here is your WELCA board, if you have any questions or concerns please contact any
one of us, we are always open to new ideas and suggestions.
President: Kathy Hocevar
Vice President: Sally Ross
Treasurer: Patty Kauger
Secretary: Dawn Klein
Anita Knaub
Carole Lawrence
Dollie Dickrell
Sue Morrelle
Mary Ann Grois
Wendy Bertram
Kay Regan
Sue Seidemann
Leah Circle (Bible Study) Rep: Kelly Juday
MITTEN TREE UPDATE: The mitten tree has provided lots of love to many children in
our community. There have been deliveries to the following local schools: Sheridan,
Jackson, Grant, Jefferson, and Longfellow. Mittens, hats and scarves have been
distributed, and many thanks were shared. Thank you to all who helped fill the tree.
QUILTING GROUP: The quilting group is looking for bed sheets, pillowcases, flannel
and blankets. So if you would like to donate items in good condition please get them to
Wendy Bertram.
LENTEN SOUP AND SUPPER: March 1st, 2017, Ash Wednesday, WELCA will kick off
the Lenten season with soups and grilled cheese sandwiches. All are welcome.
NEW TO YOU SALE: Starting April 1, you may begin dropping off your donations in
the quad room on the left side off the fellowship hall. Watch for signs as to where to
neatly stack you donations. Reminder, NO clothing, NO televisions, NO garbage. If you
have any questions please see Wendy Bertram. Anyone with a truck who is willing to
haul away leftover goods please contact Sally Ross. We will be hauling away right after
the sale.
CRAFT SALE UPDATE: Craft Sale 2016—update will be forthcoming. Craft Sale
2017—watch the St. Peter web site for applications, or contact Sally Ross. If you are a
former crafter an application will be mailed to you.
MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS:
•

•
•
•
•

PLANT SALE: Think warm and start planning your flower beds. Or think about the
beautiful hanging baskets you can purchase for your loved one. Watch for order
forms as the weather gets warmer.
NEW TO YOU SALE: April 22, 2017
22nd ANNUAL PLANT SALE: May 13, 2017
CRAFT SALE and CHRISTMAS COOKIE ORDERS: November 18, 2017
WELCA ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: December 11, 2017
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Is your child interested in receiving first communion or would you like your
child to receive communion instruction? Please talk to Pastor Kristin
(kberglund@stpetersheboygan.com or 920.452.4771).

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGERS!
The Sunday School children will be singing during worship on Sunday, February 19th at
10:30am. Parents are asked to sit with their children at the beginning of the worship service
until the conclusion of the second lesson when all Sunday School children will be welcomed
forward to sing. Any questions or concerns, please contact Emily Davis
(emilydavis1315@gmail.com or 262-442-7137).

CONFIRMATION

MENTOR/MENTEE

1ST & 2ND YEAR CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
Wednesday evening classes will meet Wednesday, February 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd from
6:45-8:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Lent starts on Wednesday, March 1st. Students are expected to attend the meal, they
should be at church at 5:30pm, and worship at 6:00pm on Ash Wednesday.
Sunday School meets on Sunday, February 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th from 9:15-10:15am in
the Youth Room.

CONFIRMATION MENTEES & MENTORS
Will meet on Wednesday, February 1st from 6:45-8:00pm. Remember to complete your servant opportunity pages in your journal!

EDUCATION NEWS
HARRY POTTER AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
If you are reading this, then you have been accepted into the Hogwart’s Harry Potter and the
Holy Scriptures, led by Pastor Kristin Berglund and Pastor Jacob Werkheiser. This group is
open to anyone including people both unfamiliar and familiar with
the wizarding world. At our monthly meetings we will discuss themes
from Harry Potter that connect with the Holy Scriptures. We will
meet the last Tuesday of the month, February 28th from 6:30-8:00pm
at Holiday’s Pub & Grill at 5533 Superior Ave, Sheboygan. There is
no need to send an owl with your reply.
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LEROY G. KNAUB MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The WELCA board is once again proud to offer
The LeRoy G. Knaub Memorial Scholarship.
This $500 scholarship will be awarded to a current high school senior who
wishes to continue their education at an accredited university, college or
technical school on a full time basis. The scholarship is in honor of the late LeRoy G. Knaub, who
not only gave untold hours to the leadership, stewardship, and building & grounds committees of
St. Peter, but also to WELCA and the community of Sheboygan.

•
•
•
•

Applicant must be a confirmed member of St. Peter Lutheran Church
Must be a 2017 high school graduate with a minimum grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale
The applicant and or parents must be active, participating members of St. Peter Lutheran.
Deadline is the first Monday in April (4/3/2017), please give all applications to Kay Regan or
place in her folder.

The application is available on the St. Peter website or can contact Kay Regan for an application.
The scholarship will be presented to the recipient at their high school’s award program.

MICKEY WINKEL MEMORIAL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is a non-renewable award of up to $1,000. To be eligible for the scholarship
the following criteria must be met:
• Applicant must be a confirmed member of St. Peter Lutheran Church.
• The applicant must be attending or will be attending an accredited public or not for profit
institution of higher education.
• The application must be completed in full: including transcripts from your last school
attended, references, and essay.
Applications can be obtained in the office at St. Peter Lutheran Church, or from the website at
www.stpetersheboygan.com. All applications must be returned to St. Peter Lutheran
Church by April 15, 2017 for disbursement in fall of 2017.
Please return completed application and any inquires to:
Mickey Winkel Scholarship Committee
St Peter Lutheran Church
2104 Geele Avenue
Sheboygan, WI 53083
The scholarship will be disbursed as a onetime payment in the name of the scholarship
recipient and the institution attending.
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS
One of my favorite novels about living as a Jesus follower during a
long life is set mostly on a far northern Indian reservation. It follows the
unusual life of Father Damian, a priest sent there to preach the Gospel
and minister to the native people and the group of nuns also serving there.
Father Damian arrives at the bitter end of a long winter. During the
sleigh ride from the train station to the mission center, he is asked by the man driving the
sleigh, “Why do you follow this Jesus road?” Father Damian takes time to think carefully. The
answer he ends up giving is one word. “Love,” he says.
This conversation moves me deeply. Father Damian went on to serve the mission and
the people on the reservation for more than 70 years. As the story unfolds, Father Damian
goes through hard times, good times, sorrow, joy, struggle (even with faith), and losses of
beloved people. The normal stuff of life, in other words. Sometimes Father Damian wonders
what his life means and what has been accomplished by his being in that place. But it always
comes back to, and down to, that same answer: Love. God’s Love. And his response to God’s
Love.
For me, it has been almost 44 years since I began to realize how completely and
unconditionally God loves me. My response was, “God, how can I show you how grateful I
am?” The answer I received, through Jesus’ word and actions, was “Love.” Love your
neighbor. Love your enemy. Love the stranger. Love those who disagree with you. These are
not very easy directions to follow, in a lot of cases. But the reason I keep at it (even if feebly
sometimes), is that I have been, and am, Loved by God. And so are you.
This is the message we keep giving to our Sunday School children, no matter what the
Bible story is for the day – because God’s love is there, all through the Bible. This Love, and
our response to love and serve others – that’s the basis for ministry in many different ways
here at St. Peter. That’s why we worship, pray, cook, sew, fix things, garden and so much
more. Love calls us together and then sends us out to share it.
May you be warmed, filled, strengthened and overflowing with God’s Love. May you
continue to share it freely at church and in your world.
Janet Blank, Faith Formation Coordinator
The book mentioned above is The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse, Louise
Erdrich.

JANET’S OFFICE HOURS
Tuesdays 1:00pm-4:00pm

1st & 3rd Wed 3:00pm-6:00pm
Thursdays 3:30pm-5:30pm
2nd & 4th Wed 12:00pm-5:00pm
Almost any Sunday morning, or by appointment.
Please feel free to email me jblank@stpetersheboygan.com or call/text (414 339-2718) to set up
another time. I will often be in either earlier or later on those days, but these hours are the
best for finding me here.
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A NEW SCHOOL YEAR IN EL SALVADOR
Final interviews with students and families will determine which students will
be in the scholarship program for the 2017 school year. So far it looks like many of the
students are returning with some new students being added. Pastor Rafael shared the
good news that Lilian Pena will be coming onboard as a social worker to assist with
organizing, coordinating and maintaining ongoing student and family communication
with the scholarship program. She will also be responsible for developing and growing
ministries that will include representation and participation in community
organizations to help develop involvement and resources for the Apostles community.
She will also have these responsibilities for Pastor Rafael’s congregation, Lamb of God.
This is good news as we have been talking about this for a number of school years.
Supporting learning and education has been a focus of our partnership with
Apostles. This includes faith formation as well as public education and learning. It
includes children, youth and adults. The November delegation was witness to the
fruits of this focus and saw first hand how Apostles is making a commitment to
learning.
This is a good time to express your interest in becoming a sponsor and giving a
student the gift of hope and support needed to go to school and stay in school. If you
feel moved to serve in this way please express your interest now and we will get you
connected to a student.
For current sponsors, look for a letter coming soon about continuing your
sponsorship for the 2017 school year.
In February, a number of people from the Greater Milwaukee Synod will be
involved in several Mission of Healing events occurring for the people of the Lutheran
Church of El Salvador. Many people will receive spiritual, personal and medical
services through these teams and follow-up at a Lutheran medical clinic, as needed.
Pastor Rafael shared that a medical team from the clinic will continue to provide
services with visits to communities throughout the year. If you would like to serve in
this way, plan ahead to participate in a February Mission of Healing event next year.
The Lutheran Church of El Salvador continues to focus on peace initiatives
expanding into more communities where the Lutheran Church has a presence.
St. Peter El Salvador Team:
Gary and Mary Richmond, Daniel and Amy Mojica, Jim Scheunert, Hannah Hocevar,
Howie Anderson, Bev Wallace, Kevin and Carol Witt
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Sheboygan County Interfaith Organization (SCIO) is a nonprofit organization that is comprised of 31 different faith
communities and all provide support in different ways. Our
shared goal is to ensure that SCIO continues as a catalyst to
change lives in Sheboygan County by breaking the cycle of
instability and homelessness and providing a brighter path to
the future. Does SCIO make a difference in Sheboygan County? - the answer is yes. Does St.
Peter make a difference by supporting SCIO? - the answer is absolutely.
Save the Date: Casino Night February 11th 6-9:30pm at the Elks Club - Help promote
the event by clicking on the Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/
164119127405510/ or buy Tickets at SCIO, call SCIO, or online by using the link http://casino17
-scio.nationbuilder.com/. Tickets are $25 advanced, $35 at the door - Includes: $2000 play
money, hors d'oeuvres, cash bar, raffles, prizes, and more. All proceeds benefit Sheboygan
County Interfaith Org. and their programs. Contact Kevin Witt for more information.
Other ways that St. Peter can help is with volunteer hours and donations: SCIO needs help
with painting inside the building, and light maintenance outside the building. Donations are
always needed and can be dropped off at church or at SCIO. Items needed are Pasta Sauce, Pine
Sol or Mr. Clean floor cleaner.
SCIO Goals for 2017:
Improve visibility and awareness in Sheboygan County.
Improve member Faith Community involvement.
Improve awareness of the unique services that SCIO provides to Sheboygan County.
Improve on a Strategic Plan to improve financial stability, and expand services in 3-5 yrs.
When traditional resources could not provide the necessary help for mothers and children SCIO
was able to bridge the gap and be that change agent. The approximate cost to provide the
services, and programs necessary for one family residing at Bridgeway was $83 based on 1,676
family nights. Financial support was provided in the following ways:
Member faith-community donations - 8%
Government – 3%
Grants, Corporations, United Way, Appeals, etc. – 44%
In-Kind Trisha’s House, Program Fees, Individual - 22%
Fundraisers and Individuals – 23%
In 2016 our congregation contributed $1959 helped to support SCIO in the following ways:
12 mothers with 24 children resided at Bridgeway, and 1 mother with two children resided at
Trisha’s House.
18 parents with 28 children utilized the Supervised Visitation Program.
113 vendors provided for their families through sales made at the three Farmers Markets.
The efforts of our church in 2016 made a difference, and because of that SCIO was able to
provide unique services that benefited mothers and children. As partners with SCIO we have
changed, and will continue to change lives! Contact Kevin Witt or Lea Ann Thibodeau for more
information.
Respectfully Submitted, Kevin Witt and Lea Ann Thibodeau – Delegates to SCIO
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
$
$
$
$

December 2016
Percent
24,708
97.6%
600
2.4%
2
23.9%
25,309
123.9%

General Expenses
Staff & Office Expenses
Ministry Expenses
Property & Grounds
Mortgage Interest Payments
Mortgage Principal Payments
Total General Expenses

$
$
$
$
$
$

11,765
945
27,962
1,011
1,264
42,947

Percent
27.4%
2.2%
65.1%
2.4%
2.9%
100.0%

$ 144,629
$ 10,284
$ 75,255
$ 15,258
$ 27,781
$ 273,207

Percent
52.9%
3.8%
27.5%
5.6%
10.2%
100.0%

Shortfall/Surplus

$

(17,638)

-69.7%

$ (66,070)

-31.9%

$

1,140

OPERATING FUNDS
General Income
General Fund Giving
Building Use Donation
Regular Interest
Total General Income

DEBT REDUCTION PAYMENTS

$
$
$
$

$

Year to date
Percent
188,976
91.2%
18,135
8.8%
26
0.0%
207,137
100.0%

2,929

BENEVOLENCE
December

SCIO
El Salvador
Greater Milwaukee Synod
Total Benevolence

$
$
$
$

255.36
127.68
893.76
1,276.80

Year to date

$ 1,958.63
$ 979.32
$ 6,855.22
$ 9,793.17

20.00%
10.00%
70.00%
100.00%

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP (8TH-12TH GRADERS)
Youth Group will meet at 11:45am on Sunday, February 12th. Bring a friend!
Youth Group Winter Retreat is on Friday, February 17th - Saturday, February
18th at Camp Y-Koda. Pick up a registration form from Pastor Kristin or the youth
bulletin board and join us for this fun event we are doing with Redeemer Lutheran in
Plymouth. Friends are welcome!

Summer Service Trip
July 9-15, 2017
We are going to Minneapolis, MN
to do a week of Urban Immersion.
It will be awesome!
Get a registration form from Pastor Kristin
or pick one up at the youth bulletin board.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
3
6
8
9
10
12
16

19

Larissa Trimberger
Brenda Stauss
Austin Stiebs
Amy Kirchenwitz
Rachel Smith
Amanda Brown
Lowell Stevenson
Annette Buchner
Patty Schleicher
Logan Barritt
Kelly Nonnweiler
Jane Strausser
Wyatt Meyer

20
21
22
23
24
28

Jamie Schlueter
Glen Frerichs
Tessa Jacobchick
Mark Rossmiller
Marion Haas
Brandon Housey
Liz Schroeder
Brian Anderson
Bruce Bertram
Mary Fran Kohl
Madeleine Regan
Dan Stiebs
Peyton Trimberger

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
ANNIVERSARIES
Feb.

4
19

Jim & Darlene Gruenke
Steve & Kelly Reinemann

39 years
17

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting
and a light lunch will be held on
Sunday, February 5th, 2017 at 11:45am
in the Fellowship Hall.
Business to be conducted at the Annual Meeting on the 5th will include:
Council Elections
Looking Ahead to 2017
Approval of the Budget for 2017
If you have any questions, please contact
Renee Rusch, Aimee Dettloff, Amy Kirchenwitz or Dan Rostollan
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